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ITEM 5.02 - DEPARTURE OF DIRECTORS OR CERTAIN OFFICERS; ELECTION OF DIRECTORS;
APPOINTMENT OF CERTAIN OFFICERS; COMPENSATORY ARRANGEMENTS OF CERTAIN OFFICERS

(d)    Effective August 23, 2017, the Board of Directors of Ciena Corporation (“Ciena”) increased the size of the Board to ten
directors and appointed William D. Fathers to fill the newly created vacancy in Class II of the Board. The term of office for Class II
directors does not expire until the 2020 Annual Meeting. However, in accordance with Ciena's Second Amended and Restated
Bylaws, Mr. Fathers will stand for election at the 2018 Annual Meeting of stockholders to serve the remainder of the Class II term,
or until his successor is duly elected and qualified. 

Mr. Fathers, age 49, currently serves as the Senior Operating Partner responsible for investments in Communications Infrastructure
at Stonepeak Infrastructure Partners, a private equity firm specializing in North American middle-market infrastructure. He also
currently serves as Senior Advisor to Berkshire Partners, a leading private investment firm. From 2013 through 2016, Mr. Fathers was
Executive Vice President and General Manager of Cloud Services at VMWare, Inc. From 2011 to 2013, he served as President of
Savvis Inc., a public data center and cloud infrastructure provider. Mr. Fathers also worked for Thomson Reuters, where he helped
build businesses in a number of international markets throughout Europe, Asia and North America. Mr. Fathers received an M.A. in
Engineering from Cambridge University, and served as an officer in the British Armed Forces. Mr. Fathers also serves on the board
of directors of Cologix Inc.

The Board also approved the grant, effective as of September 1, 2017, of a restricted stock unit award representing shares of Ciena
common stock with a target delivered value of approximately $116,164. The amount of the award reflects Ciena's standard
compensation program for initial equity awards to new directors, pro-rated based on the date of election by the Board. Provided Mr.
Fathers continues his service on the Board, the restricted stock unit award will vest in its entirety on September 20, 2018. In
connection with his service on the Board of Directors, Mr. Fathers will also be entitled to the standard non-employee director
compensation arrangements as set forth under the heading “Director Compensation” in Ciena’s most recent proxy statement filing
with the SEC.

A copy of the press release announcing the appointment of Mr. Fathers to Ciena's Board of Directors is furnished as Exhibit 99.1.

ITEM 9.01 - FINANCIAL STATEMENTS AND EXHIBITS

(d)    The following exhibit is being filed herewith:

Exhibit Number Description of Document

Exhibit 99.1 Press Release dated August 24, 2017, issued by Ciena Corporation, announcing the
appointment of Mr. Fathers to Ciena's Board of Directors.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Ciena Appoints Bill Fathers to Board of Directors

HANOVER, Md. - August 24, 2017 - Ciena Corporation (NYSE: CIEN), a network strategy and technology company, today announced that

William D. Fathers has been appointed to Ciena’s Board of Directors. Mr. Fathers also serves on the board of directors of Cologix Inc.

Mr. Fathers, 49, currently serves as the Senior Operating Partner responsible for investments in Communications Infrastructure at Stonepeak

Infrastructure Partners, a private equity firm specializing in North American middle-market infrastructure. He also currently serves as Senior

Advisor to Berkshire Partners, a leading private investment firm. From 2013 through 2016, Mr. Fathers was Executive Vice President and

General Manager of Cloud Services at VMWare, Inc. He previously served as President of Savvis Inc., a public data center and cloud

infrastructure provider. Mr. Fathers also worked for Thomson Reuters, where he helped build businesses in a number of international markets

throughout Europe, Asia and North America.

“It’s a pleasure to welcome Bill to Ciena’s board of directors. His global experience in cloud and data center networking will help shape our

strategy to remain aligned with customer requirements and market opportunities,” said Gary B. Smith, president and CEO of Ciena. “His ability

to forecast trends will enable us to stay ahead of the innovation curve and maintain our leadership in the industry.”

Mr. Fathers received an M.A. in Engineering from Cambridge University, and served as an officer in the British Armed Forces.

###
About Ciena
Ciena (NYSE: CIEN) is a network strategy and technology company. We translate best-in-class technology into value through a high-touch, consultative
business model - with a relentless drive to create exceptional experiences measured by outcomes. For updates on Ciena, follow us on Twitter @Ciena,
LinkedIn, the Ciena Insights blog, or visit www.ciena.com.

Note to Ciena Investors
You are encouraged to review the Investors section of our website, where we routinely post press releases, SEC filings, recent news, financial results, and
other announcements. From time to time we exclusively post material information to this website along with other disclosure channels that we use. This press
release contains certain forward-looking statements that are based on our current expectations, forecasts, information and assumptions. These statements
involve inherent risks and uncertainties. Actual results or outcomes may differ materially from those stated or implied, as a result of risks and uncertainties,
including those detailed in our most recent annual or quarterly report filed with the SEC. Forward-looking statements include statements regarding our
expectations, beliefs, intentions or strategies and can be identified by words such as "anticipate," "believe," "could," "estimate," "expect," "intend," "may,"
"should," "will," and "would" or similar words. Ciena assumes no obligation to update the information included in this press release, whether as a result of
new information, future events or otherwise.


